
St Nicholas Catholic Church, Boldmere
Address: 243 Jockey Rd., Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, B73 5US
Telephone: 0121 354 1763   Email: stnicholasrc@btinternet.com
Website: www.stnicholasboldmere.co.uk
Parish Blog: www.stnicholasboldmere.wordpress.com
Facebook: St Nicholas Church, Boldmere

Parish Priest: Fr Allen Morris  E-mail: frallenmorris@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding contact: Mrs Ann Foulds (0121 355 7892) 
Our Parish is part of the Archdiocese of  Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

Masses   Week of the feast of the Epiphany
S 2 1800

Epiphany
Terence Riby RIP (Waterson)

Su 3 0900
1100

Carol McCrohan (Duignan)
Private Intention

M 4 0930 Holy Innocents Annie Stapleton RIP (Hennessy)

T 5
No weekday Mass
Tuesday to Friday  

this week

W 6
Th 7
F 8

S 9 1800
Baptism of the Lord

Terence Riby RIP (Waterson)

Su 10 0900
1100

Carol McCrohan (Duignan)
Private Intention

Morning/Evening Prayer 15 mins before weekday Mass. 
Exposition & Evening Prayer, 2nd and 4th Sundays, 6-7pm

Reconciliation Sat. 1700-1730 (Exposition until 1740) and by arrangement.

Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick: by arrangement.

Nourishing prayer at home: see back page for suggestion.

Please pray for sick parishioners including Pauline Venables; Tess 
Carneiro; Anna Smith; Anne Gallagher; Mary Williams; Bernie Morton; 
Joan James; Bridie Moffitt; Lea Burke; Mary Burgess; Kathleen Cecil; 
Ron & Elfreda Walk; Audrey Waterson; Brenda Davies; Sarah Johnston; 
Doreen Jones; Simon Gallagher; Tony Lawlor; Timothy O’Regan; 
Michael McDermott; Rachael Gallagher; Mary Gilnagh; Michael Green; 
Pat Wenbeck, Joseph Steer. Please pray for Conleth Maher and Sean 
Finnegan who died recently and for all the dead including Christine 
Rowe, Joe Prior, John Lynch, Brendan Carroll, Jerome Harrington, Ken 
Hearne, and all whose anniversaries are at this time. Eternal rest grant 
unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

The season of Christmas contains 
three great Mysteries of God’s self-
revelation, God’s communicating 
of himself to the world. The first 
in the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, 
announced to shepherds. The 

second, which we especially focus on today, the revelation to 
the wise men who come from the nations. The third, which 
we celebrate next week, which is the baptism of Jesus in the 
Jordan at which the voice from heaven acknowledge and 
proclaims him the well-beloved Son. 

The work of announcing the Good News is now entrusted 
to you - with some help from Pope Francis and Archbishop 
Bernard and the rest of the Church: but also to you, even 
especially to you. Why especially? Because there are people, 
places that you can reach, and situations you can play your 
part in that they and we probably can’t, but you can.

In this Year of Mercy the Church relies on you playing 
your part for the success of her mission - of proclaiming 
the Good News of Jesus Christ There are so many ways in 
which you might do this.

• Through normal conversation, let people know you are 
Catholic and Christian, mention things like going to 

A Holy Hour honouring 
 the Mercy of God

Prepared and led by students of 
Oscott College. 

Friday 5th February, immediately 
following the 7pm Mass.
Do please note the date and time 
so you can come and join this time 
of prayer.

Good News  

All People

Boldmere Night Shelter  
Sundays 21 February to  27 March
The Boldmere Night Shelter team of volunteers have 
a training night on Friday 22nd Jan at 7.30pm in the 
Benedict Room. There is still room for new volunteers 
to join the team - many hands make light work.
Areas you might be able to help with

• Setting up beds on Sunday evenings at 
6pm on Sunday, serving meals at 7.30pm

• Clearing up on Monday mornings, serving 
breakfast at 7am and leaving Carpenters 
Arms by 8.30am

• Cooking 8 or 16 meals for serving at 7.30pm 
(8 meat/8 vegetarian) any Sunday evening

• Help with weekly laundry
• Help us buy toiletries

We are also looking for 
• 14 bed sets (fitted single sheet, single duvet 

cover and pillow case
• 10 hand towels

If you can help with any of these, please do contact 
Fr Allen as soon as possible, ideally by e-mail!

4
Mass on Sundays, the teaching and example of Pope 
Francis etc.  Give that simple witness to your faith and 
who knows what else might follow. 

• Spend time in prayer for those around you or have no 
faith, or are in need. Ask God to help you find the right 
way to respond to people.

• Spend some time deepening your knowledge of our 
faith. Read some of the CTS booklets in the porch or check 
out St Paul’s Bookshop by St Chad’s to see what might 
interest you. Or spend some time reading the Scriptures.

• Look again at how you live your life and how you live 
life as a family. How are you a Catholic Christian family? 
How would people know? Often the signs we give are 
more telling than the words we say.

Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, Evangelization, 
is  not - as some think - a difficult thing. It is not about 
teaching doctrine, or calling people to a particular way of 
life. It is simply you letting others know of the love of God 
as it touches your  life, and being ready to suggest it might 
have something valuable to add to their lives too. 

It is good - and not too difficult - to share good news!



A parish Pilgrimage:  
To Rome for the Year of Mercy
Monday 29 February – Friday 4 March 2016. 

Visit the great Basilicas, and the great Door  
     of Mercy at St Peter’s, and, have 

supper with Fr Van!  £599. 
   Full details on 

parish website and 
noticeboard.

Book direct with 
  Pax Travel:   

0207  853003.

The Pope’s Intentions:  January
Interreligious Dialogue: 
That sincere dialogue 
among men and women 
of different faiths may pro-
duce the fruits of peace 
and justice.

Christian Unity: That by means of dialogue 
and fraternal charity and with the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome 
divisions.

Daily Prayer: Each morning pray  ‘Jesus I 
offer my day to you’ or another prayer of daily 
offering such as the following - from Bolivia:

Come, Holy Spirit. Inflame our hearts 
with the longings of Christ’s Sacred 

Heart so that we might truly offer our 
persons and works in union with Him for 
the salvation of the world.
Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, we consecrate ourselves to your 
Sacred Heart, and we offer ourselves with 
You to the Father in your Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass with our prayer, work, suffer-
ings and joys of this day, in reparation for 
our sins, and that your Kingdom come.
We especially pray for the Church 
throughout the world; for the Holy Fa-
ther and his intentions: For the evan-
gelization and conversion of the whole 
world, for Archbishop Bernard and his 
intentions, for our parish, and for our 
families and their needs.
Listen to us, O Lord, through Christ your 
Son.  Amen.

Live your prayer as best you can during the 
day. In the evening review the day, to give 
thanks; to say sorry; and to ask for help for 
whatever lies ahead.

Jubilee Day for 
Parents and 
Grandparents 

Sunday 10 January is being kept as a 
Jubilee Day in the Year of Mercy for 
Parents and Grandparents. There will 
be special prayers of blessing for all 
parents and Grandparents at all of 
the Sunday Masses, celebrating your 
vocation as ministers of God’s love 
and mercy in your families. 
All parents and grandparents are 
welcome - and it would be lovely 
to see them surrounded by their 
children and grandcchildren  and 
great-grandchildren as we unite in 
a time of special 
thanksgiving. 
Please do extend 
invittions to all family 
members - Catholic 
and not, regular in 
their sharing in the 
life of the Church or 
‘resting’.

find another priest to cover the regular 
weekday Masses. 
It is a coincidence - prayer for vocations 
on one day, and then a lack of Masses 
during the rest of the week - that it even 
more evident how important it is for 
us to pray for and support in whatever 
ways we can the culture of vocation in 
the Church - not only to the priesthood, 
but to religious life and to marriage, and 
to Christian ministry and discipleship in 
all its forms. 
Ministry in the Church is not something 
we can simply leave to others. It is 

something to which all the baptised 
are called in one way or another: 
and for which we all have a certain 
responsibility.
Catholic People’s Week 
For details of this year’s programme 
of Weeks - giving a chance to spend 
a week in a small community with 
a shared interest in deepening its 
understanding of what God wants his 
people to be, and focussed around 
a particular theme. Details at www.
catholicpeoplesweeks.org.uk.uk
Help in attending Mass safely
One of our parishioners needs 
help in attending Mass. Could you 
train as a volunteer driver with 
Greenacres to drive their vehicle 
to bring him in his wheelchair to 
Saturday 6pm or wait with him after 
the Sunday 11am  for the taxi which 
takes him home. If you think you 
can help, please see Clare O’Brien 
or Fr Allen. 
Lourdes Pilgrimage 28 May 
- 3 June 2016  If anyone is ill or 
frail, and is interested in joining the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
in 2016, during the Holy Year of 

Mercy, would they please let Fr Allen 
know as soon as possible.
A certain amount of funding is available 
from the Hospitalité Team to assist 
pilgrims staying in the Accueil Notre 
Dame or as a sick pilgrim supported 
by others but staying in one of the 
pilgrimage hotels. All applications for 
funding need to be approved by your 
parish priest and then considered by the 
Hospitalité. They have to be submitted 
by 22nd February.
Missio Thank you to all who support 
Missio. Copies of the calendar for 2016 are 
available in the porch.

Looking for a New 
Year’s Resolution? 
And to make a contribution 
to the Year of Mercy?
Maryvale has been nominated by 
Archbishop Bernard as one of the 
diocesan centres of pilgrimage - 
because of its historic link with the 
cult of the Sacred Heart. To help 
Maryvale fulfil its function the small 
community there needs some 
volunteers.  They are hoping to have 
the chapel and shrine open to the 
public for substantial periods of time 
in the new year, but to do that we 
will need volunteers to be present - 
to guide and direct people and also 
just to keep an eye on things.  

A key time will be the Novena of the Sacred Heart - 26 May to 3 June, But if 
you would like to help at all during the Year of Mercy please email Fr Allen 
or given him a note with your contact details and he will pass these on to 
Maryvale and they will let you know more about what could be involved.

Parish News & Events
Monday 4th January Prayer for 
Vocation On this day our parish is 
praying for vocations in the Archdiocese. 
Every day of the year a parish or a 
community leads this prayer. We will be 
having a Holy Hour after the Mass - and 
the Mass that day will be at 10am rather 
than the usual 0930 so that more people 
will find it easy to attend. 
It is worth noting that this Monday Mass 
will also be the only weekday Mass that 
week, as Fr Allen is away during the 
week and it has not proved possible to 

Year of 
Mercy



A parish 
Pilgrimage: 
• To the shrine of St 

Nicholas in Bari
• To Naples and 

Pompeii
• To Monte Cassino 

(spiritual home to 
the Benedictines)

• To the shrine of St 
Padre Pio

 Monday 24 - Sunday 30 
October 2016
• Flights  

Birmingham/Rome
• 6-nights accommodation in 

shared twin-bedded rooms with 
private facilities in Castellammare 
di Stabia (3-nights), Bari (1-night) 

and San 
Giovanni 
Rotondo 
(2-nights).
Full details on 
noticeboard 
and parish 
blog.
Book direct 
with Pax 
Travel:   
0207 853003.

The Bigger Picture...
Hear the Bible better.
Two ways of joining with others to 
deepen knowledge and love for Holy 
Scriptures.
Bigger Picture - a progressive read 
through Salvation History - how God 
seeks to draw us and all into life at one 
with him. 2nd Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30pm in Benedict Room. 
Next meeting: Weds 9th January. 
In preparation for the meeting, please 
try to read chapters 12-50 of Genesis, 
but particularly focussing on chapters 
15,  17, 22. Please bring your Bible and 
try to read those chapters before the 
meeting. 
Divine Reading (Lectio Divina) 
- quiet prayer and reflection for an 
hour each 3rd Weds at 7.30pm in 
Benedict Room. NO meeting: Weds 
16th December 

Reflecting on God’s Mercy.
The new star that appears to the Magi was a sign of the birth of Christ. Had 
they not seen the star, these men would not have set out. The light goes before 
us, truth goes before us, beauty precedes us. God goes before us.
The prophet Isaiah said that God is like the 
flower of the almond tree. Why? Because in that 
region the almond is the first to flower. And God 
goes ever before, he is always the first to seek us, 
he takes the first step.
God goes ever before us. His grace precedes 
us and this grace appeared in Jesus. He is the 
Epiphany. He, Jesus Christ, is the manifestation 
of God’s love. He is with us. 

Angelus. Epiphany, January 6, 2014.

A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: Daily Reflections is published by Our Sunday Visitor. It is available 
for £12.99 from St Paul’s Bookshop, (next to St Chad’s Cathedral) 

Reflection: Look back at what God has done 
in your life. WHen did you encounter him? Be 
grateful that he has gone before you, and have 
the courage to follow after him more closely.

Prayer for the unity of the Church and Christians
The Week of Prayer for Chritian Unity is kept in local churches from 18 to 25 January.
Rev Sue McCoan, minister of the United Reformed Church, has been invited to  preach 
at St Nicholas church during at Evening Prayer 6-7pm on Sunday 24th January.
 Do please put the date and time in your diary... 

...and come along to join in Christ’s prayer that all may be one...

Altar Servers. You and your families 
are invited to a Mass of Thanksgiving at 
St Chad’s Cathedral to be celebrated by 
Bishop Robert Byrne at 10am on Saturday 
13th Feb. If you are able to attend please 
sign up on the list in the servers’ sacristy 
before Sunday 17th so the Cathedral can 
reserve the right number of seats for us.
Bigger Picture Scripture Group. Next 
meeting is on Wednesday 13th January 
at 7.30. More details on page 3.
Knit&Natter Next meeting 14th January, 
Thurs, 2-4pm, Benedict Rm.  
Tuesday Coffee morning Taking a 
break over Christmas - back after 10am 
Mass on Tuesday 12th January..
Sunday car-parking If you are 
parking in the school car-park please 
do not park on the multi-coloured play 
are (near the entrance gate, or on the 
paved area near exit to church. Damage 
is being caused to the surfaces. Also if 
you see children playing in playground, 

please ask them to leave. Thank you.
Baptism Preparation  The next parish 
Baptism preparation course begins on 
Saturday 23 January  (11.30-12.30) in 
the Benedict Room (behind the church) 
Those wishing to attend are asked to 
contact Fr Allen beforehand. 

Deanery News 
Erdington Abbey is one of the 
Diocesan pilgrimage Centres during 
the Year of Mercy - and has its own 
Holy Door. The church is open each 
day until 4pm.; Sat 9 -11 - and check on 
parish website for other times. www.
erdingtonabbey.co.uk
Every Third Tuesday Praise and 
Worship; Mass and adoration at St 
Gerard’s Church, Castle Vale, B35 6JT

Other News & Events
Ex Cathedra concerts 7th Feb Britten 
Rejoice in the Lamb. Birmingham Town 
Hall. www.excatheda.co.uk

20 * C + M + B + 16
Get some chalk and write this traditional Epiphany blessing over the lintel of 
the front door into your home. Can you work out the code?

• The ‘*’ symbolises the star that led the wise men to Jesus.
• The letters ‘C’, ‘M’, and ‘B’ signify the Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, 

and Balthazar. (They also are the first letters of the Latin phrase Christus 
mansionem benedicat which means “Christ bless this house”.

• The three crosses signify the Holy Trinity 
• Encompassing them all is the year we have just entered into: ‘2016’.



Readings for Mass today
Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you, though night still 
covers the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you 
the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The 
nations come to your light and kings to your dawning 
brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round: all are 
assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far 
away and your daughters being tenderly carried.
At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing 
and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you, the 
wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs 
will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense 
and singing the praise of the Lord.

Psalm 71:1-2,7-8,10-13
All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.

O God, give your judgement to the king, 
    to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
    and your poor in right judgement.

In his days justice shall flourish 
    and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
    from the Great River to earth’s bounds.

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
    shall pay him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
    shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
    all nations shall serve him.

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
    and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
    and save the lives of the poor.

Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by 
God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was by a 

revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. 
This mystery that has now been revealed through the 
Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to 
any men in past generations; it means that pagans now 
share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the 
same body, and that the same promise has been made to 
them, in Jesus Christ, through the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation:
We saw his star as it rose 
and have come to do the Lord homage.

Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea 
during the reign of King Herod, some wise men came 
to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of 
the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have 
come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this 
he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He 
called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him ‘for this is 
what the prophet wrote:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no 
means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you 
will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.”’
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him 
privately. He asked them the exact date on which the 
star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go 
and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you 
have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and 
do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had 
to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the 
star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted 
over the place where the child was. The sight of the 
star filled them with delight, and going into the house 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to 
their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a 
different way.

The Ordinary of the Mass is found on p200 ff of Laudate.
Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966,  1967 
and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd and Doubleday, a division of Random House, 
Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. 

Text of the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England).  All rights reserved.

Lord God of the nations,  
we have seen the star of your glory  
rising in splendour. 

The radiance of your incarnate Word  
piereces the darkness that covers the earth  
and signals the dawn of peace and justice .
Make radiant the lives of your people 
with that same brightness,  
and beckon all nations  
to walk as one in your light.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
© 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Next Sunday is the Baptism of the Lord.
The readings are Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11/Psalm 104:1-4, 
24-30/Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Luke 3:15-16, 21-22.

The Visit of the Magi. Vatican Museum. 


